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AND 



PASTIMES. 



CHAP. 1. 

In si I'icb the author gives fame account of 
hlmfelf \ 

I Am fendble it will be thought fome- 
thin ^ new for an author to write me* 
moire of himfelf : thofc who write the 
lives* of others often write nothing at all, 
and I can at lead fay as much of myfelf. 

I begin my hidory with I was born. 

Now can any hidorical laff he founded 
upon furer grounds than'this, and is it not, 
at the fame time, deditute of the lead fpark 
of flattery or vanity ? 

To proceed : 1 cannot recollcfl much of 
what pafled from the day of my birth till I • 
U was 
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was turned of five years of age. I muft 
therefore relate the particulars of that in- 
terval from the relation of others, who 
fay, that my firft year was wholly divided 
between eating pap, crying, and deeping. 
In the fccond year I began to (hew fome 
marks of gravity, as I could not be made 
to meddle with my coral before the bells 
were taken off; but by what fign or token 
they difeovered my difpleafure at the bells, 
I have never yet been able to find out.— 
My third year was remarkable for per- 
forming many mifehievous a&ions ; as not 
a china cup or a faucer could come within 
my reach, but was lure to meet its fate on 
the floor : many a good filk gown did I 
that year fpoil, by pulling glaffes of red 
wine from the lips of ladies who held 
me in their laps; and I am faid to have 
{hewn the higheft fatisfa&ion on one day 
taking up the ladle, and dafhing it againlt 
a mol beautifully-enamelled large bowl, 
full of punch, and thereby daflnng it to 
pieces, and fpilling all the liquor among 
the company. 

Tho’ the beginning of my four h yea 
w» a very troublefoine period to the cats 
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made confiderable alterations in me . my 
foher made me fcnliblc, that it was no 
agreeable thing to be beat and drove abou 
the houfe in that manner; and, in oidc 
,o give me the molt convincing proofs 
of it, whenever he caught me at this kind 
of fport, he would take the whip horn me 
and lay it about my back, till 1 acknow- 
ledged my fault, and promifed never to do 
fo any more. 

I have often heard my father repeat, as 
one of his excellent maxims, “ Idleness is 
“ the root of all evil : boys would not in 

general be fo mifehievous as they aic, 
“ were parents to be more diligent in 
Qi finding them employment.” My fa- 
ther took a very pleafing method with me 
to employ my time. He one evening 
brought home with him a fet of fquarc 
cards, which he bought at my bookfeller’s, 
for a (hilling only, though in fa£t worth 
their weight in gold ; nor will any one 
think I value them at too high a rale, if 
they confider them as attentively as 1 have. 

B 2 Ccr- 



4 JUVENILE SPORTS 

Certain however I am, that no parent, 
who has children, and wilhes them well, 
ought to be without thcfe invaluable 
fquares. > 

64 Now, Mike (htid my father to me) 

« let you and I play at a new game ” He 
then took four and twenty of thefe fquare 
cards; on the firfl of which were a great 
A and a little a , on the fecond a great B 
and a little b\ and thus, on the whole, was 
the complete alphabet of large and fmall 
letters. Befides which, there was a pretty 
pi&ure on each fquare : and it was from 
hence, even in my infant veais, that I im- 
bibed the firong defire of becoming an 
artift in drawing. 

After my father had permitted me to 
look them over, which I did with the ut- 
moft eagernefs, he took them from me, 
and was for putting them by till another 
opportunity; but, with tears m my eyes, 
begged he would (hew me how to play 
with them. This was what I afterwards 
■found he wanted, though he did not wi 
1 ihould think fo. He then picked ou 
the cards which contained the voueis. 

Now, Mike (faid my father) you Uo 
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, • ln be learned without 

“■ ?*VtnS>le • fo that, before you can 

ifesgiSS 

ruacre could be formed without one ot he 
£»£«, ..or^wUch addled 

V T*; m . involved in > mnUiplicity of 
bufmefs, fometimes forgetting a letter, « n 
running to one of the fervants to tell 
me, and at other times repeating them al 
to my mama. The next day came, and at 
dinner-lime I went to my father, and de- 
manded my plumbs. “ Stay, my hoy (laid 
“ mv father) let me fir ft fee whether you 
“ have earned them.” He then ordered 
me to lay the fix cards on the table, from 
whence I was bid to bring them one by 
one, according to the letter he called for. 
I took fome time about it, as I was very 
fearful of iofmg the plumbs, which had 
B 3 like 
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like to have been the cafe with the third 
card. I had brought the two' firft to my fa- 
ther very properly, and was travelling to- 
wards him with the third, when I obferved 
my mother did not fmile at me as before. 
I concluded I was wrong ; I therefore re- 
turned back again, and upon fecond confi- 
deration hit on the right. 

After I had learned the vowels, I was 
in like manner played into a perfeft 
knowledge of all the confonants, and then 
was dire&ed to fetch whole words, fuch 
as and, but , vj/jc/i, and others of the like 
fort. I always gave much fatisfa&ion, and 
was fure at the completion of any thing 
great to receive an adequate reward. I 
was the more eager in the purfuit of this 
infant knowledge, as I was made to be- 
lieve it was rather an indulgence than a 
compuUion. 

From the knowledge of thefe twenty- 
four cards, 1 proceeded to enquire into 
the contents of twenty-fix more; (for in 
this pack arc no lefs than fifty -fix cards) 
on which were printed the Italic alpha- 
bet, befidcs a great number of moral 
fentiments, Thefe I foon made myfelf 

m after 
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of, X well x of .he figores »d 
" My the, now feeing I M 

CL, he permitted me to invite feme of 
my little neighbours to drink tea ' vlt ’ 
when he taught us this game m Jts titrnofl 
extent ; which afforded us fo much delight, 
that we never knew when to give over, 
and we always heard the clock Ituke cig r 
with regret. 

For brevity fake, I (ball here omit my 
father’s direftions for playing at this game, 
fince it would be ufelefs to thole who are 
not pollened of the fquares ; and to thole 
who have bought them, it would be nccd- 
lefs, as a little book is folded up with them, 
containing a very particular defeription of 
their ufe. 

After following this method for feveral 
nights, I found none of my little compa- 
nions able to cope with me, fo that 1 pre- 
sently grew tired of my palleboard fquares; 
but one day, obferving a little book lying 
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on the table (the Royal Trimmer , placed 
there on purpofe) 1 took it up, opened it, 
and began to read in it as well as I was 
able. My father, feeing I catched at the 
bait, told me, with a great deal of good 
humour, that he would now no longer 
amufe me with baubles, fuch as thofe little 
i qua res, but that for the future I fiiould 
learn to read like a man, and Rudy books 
proper for the purpofe; that, if I made 
ha Re, and got through that book, he would 
then furnifh me with others, all beautifully 
bound in gilt paper; and that I fhould have 
the Hjlorv of England, a Befcription ofBcaJh 
and Birds , and a multitude of other inva- 
luable books. 

The thoughts of having all thefe fine 
books, and Rill more the idea ol being 
treated like a man , infpired me with the 
hi^heR courage and refolution; and I now 
looked down with as much contempt on - 
my paRcboard fquares, as an old Icholar 
docs upon a young pupil newly admitted 
into fchool. In Ihort, before the end ot the 
year, I could read every leffon in that book, 
and almoft every thing clle that cordifted 
of words of only two or three lyllabUs. L 
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h0 pe Uhall not 

that my memory wa aood old 

and 1 was the ^ 

church. I became 

''ourfe of my reading, that 1 ^ as > _ 

nipht or three weeks obtaining a new book, 
"nd as I was very careful of keeping them 
clean, I was foon poflefled of a very valua- 
ble and curious library. 

1 was fo very affiduous to my book, tha t 
it was difficult to get me to play; though 
mull confefs that, when I was at any Uine 
prevailed on to lay alide my book, no bo 
loved play better. 1 loon began to hncl, 
that a little play enabled me the better to 
purfuemy ftudy; and therefore ever alter 
devoted a fmall part of each day to fome 
kind of amufement. 

I began to be very fond of drawing; 
which, as 1 before obferved, I firR look 
the hint of from the pictures on my 
fquare6; and often, when 1 had been weary 

of 



i9)m 
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ol reading, before I knew properly how to 
hold a pen, began to draw houfes, trees 
churches, and fuch other things. I at firft 
did this by Health, fearing my father Ihould 
think I negletted my books for what might 
appear to him as a trifle. However, he 
one day caught me when I did not expefl 
him, and when I had juft finiflied this 
pi&ure. 





It is not eafy to exprefs my fears and 
appreheniions while my father was look- 
ing at my pi&ure, not knowing which I 
was to expeff, his praifes or his cenfure ; 
and I was the more in dread of the laft, 

as 
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« think of relieving his mind from 
« ftudy of one thing, by thus applying him- 
i* felf to others equally uleful. 1* iom what 
« I fee in this firft effort of your genius, 
« I (hall not be furprifed fhould I hereafter 
« find you at the head of the profeifors of 
m this art, and even writing inftruttions 
« for others.” 

Had the news of an important vittory 
been brought to a crowned head, it could 
not have produced a more joyful counte- 
nance, than did this fpeech of my father. 
I determined to purfue the amufement of 
drawing with the moft eager attention. 1 1 
is however neceflary that I fhould give both 
inyfelf and my little readers a moment's rc- 
cefs from bufinefs, that they may be the 
better prepared to think properly on the 
contents of the werct chapter. 

C II A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

The manner in which the author was tauiH. 
writing , the firjl rules in arithmetic , 

I Was Hill only in the fifth year of mv 
age, when my father determined to 
fet me to writing. For this purpofe he 
bought a copy-book at my publi flier’s. 
This was filled with the alphabet of the 
great and final! letters, and printed in red 
ink. My father’s fil'd bufinefs with me 
was to make me hold my pen properly, 
and this indeed was the mod difficult talk 
he had with me ; but I conquered it at 
lad, to his entire fatisfa£tion, and my great 
plcafure. 

With a pen dipped in black ink, I was 
directed to cover hrd the fliort, and then 
the long drokes, in order to give me a no- 
tion of the proper Hopes of letters;, from 
leaving this, 1 proceeded to make entire 
letters, then to join letters together, and 
form figures. The end of the book fur- 
nifhed me with examples of letters united 
into long words, and ladly the great or ca* 
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• 1 iMtPK Bv thefe means alone, with 

very little further inftruffion from my fa- 
he 7 I was enabled to write as good a 
hand as the generality of tradefmen do, 
3 this without going to fc-hool ; while 
others fpend many pounds and lofe much 
valuable time in going through the rules 
of deftgning and felf-interefted teacheis, 
without making, even at laft, any confi- 
derable progrefs in this art. 1 he utility o 
this writing-book, as well as of the fquares 
before mentioned, mud be obvious to every 
one that infpe£b> them. 

As my ambition led me to aim at the 
higheft perfe&ion in this art, the beginning 
of mv fixth year was employed in copying 
the prod unions of the bed penmen; and I 
had the fatisfa&ion of receiving the highed 
encomiums, from every one to whom my 
writings were fhewn. 

My father, encouraged by the quick 
progrefs 1 had lately made in reading and 
writing, proceeded to teach me arith- 



metic, 



1 have already obferved,that I had Learnt 
how to write figures; and my father now 
proceeded to teach me in what manner to 

c apply 
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apply them in common occurrences, pj 
firm taught me how to call up little Tunis 
addition , , by telling me that 2 and 4 make ('f 
ami Tx*c.^kC 1 15 ar . io on to greater num- 
bers. Re afterwards went on to fubjlr.ac - 
tion^ by laying plumbs on the table, making 
me reckon them up; and afterwards, tak- 
ing fome from them, obliged me to tell him 
how many remain 'd : but I was always 
more fond of mult if d< , d:ov than fubjlrattion . , 
as the former incr eh-. 1 ujc number of my 
plumbs, and 1 was particularly careful to 
multiply right, for, if I made a miftake, I 
loft all. 

My father then told me, that all mer- 
chants and great men were very particular 
in their accounts, and always balanced to 
a farthing, by which they at ail times knew 
the true ft ate of their afiairs. He advifed 
me to follow their example, and let down 
an account of every farthing. I laid out, as 
I Ihould then he enabled, every now and 
then, to look back and fee how much any 
particular thing coft. 

I was highly plcafed at the thought of 
afling like a merchant , a: d putting on an 
air of buiinefc. My father bought me a *aige 

quarto 
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quarto book, bound in parchment, and the 
leaves ruled with red ink. He knew it 
wa s much larger than any thing I pould. 
want; but was at the fame time feniib e, 
that the larger the book was, the greater 
would be the appearance ol confequence. 
My concern was how I fticuld find matter 
to enter in my book; but my father knew 
how lo manage that bufinefs without letting 
me into the fecret. Befides my own little 
accounts, one fervant. would come and bor- 
row of me a penny for a day or two ; ano- 
ther would defire me to keep fix-pence for 
him till the morning ; and here i was 
obliged to keep a feparate account between 
deb'or and creditor: but of all the fer- 
vants, the cook found me the mo ft work ; 
for, all of a fudden, fhe was always miftak- 
ing in calling up the value of fuch a quan- 
tity of meat at fuch a price per pound. 
This was often a very difficult talk ; but L 
never gave up any thing I once engaged 
in. By thefe means my book filled apace, 
for I entered every thing in it, and my la- 
ther infpe&ed it once a week. Thus I ac- 
quired a tolerable knowledge in arithme- 

C 2 fir. 



1 6 JUVENILE SPORTS 

tic, long before any fuch thing is generally 
thought of. ' 

I have this account-hook ftill by me, and 
I often look into it with pleafure, as I there 
fee the productions of my infant years. 
Should 1 live to be grey-headed, I may 
then perhaps look back to this little volume 
and my Drawing-book, and there fee what 
were my fentiments before they were in- 
fluenced by folly and prejudice. 

To return. The reft of my time was 
varioufiy bufied in different purfuits. My 
father had bought me a very curious Map 
of England, which was coloured, and dif- 
fered, as it is called; that is, the counties 
were all cut from one another, hut fo cu- 
rioufly, that, when they were put together, 
it looked like one entire piece. 

This map my father threw into confu- 
fion, and then ordered me to put the 
counties propeily together, io as to form 
one piece, like what they did at firft. I 
found this a difficult talk for fome time; 
but, after many trials, I became fo perfectly 
acquainted with the lituation of every 
county, that I could not only put my map 
together almoft in an inftant, but have fre- 
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mientlv had the pleafure to decide the dil- 
mitcs of my elders, when they dillcred in 
opinion concerning the vicinity of one 

C 0 HahnV"hus Acquired a perfea know- 
ledge of the fituation of the counties, my 
father took away my differed map, and 
gave me Mr. Glbjon's new and accurate maps 
of the counties of England and Wales , drawn 
from the lat eft furveys. From th e fe I lea 1 nc 
the names and fituations of all the ptinci- 
pal rivers in England, chief cities, capital 
towns, bays, harbours, and fuch other things 
as appeared to him neceffary. In order to 
render thefc matters the more eafily to be 
acquired, and feemingly with lefs labour, I 
was direred every day to read a few pages 
of the Defer iption of England and Wales , and 
compare the places mentioned in the book 
with the fame as duferibed in the maps. By 
thus reading an account of the place which 
I viewed in the map, it fixed it fo ftrongly 
in my memory, that I feldom ever after 
forgot it. 

When I had made myfelf properly ac- 
quainted with the geography of England, 
my father, as a reward for my induftry, 
C 3 pic- 
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prefen led me with Dr. Brookes's Gazetteer ' 
lo lhat now, in dead of confining myfelf id 
England, 1 was to ftudy the whole world 
at large. T he method my father look for 
this purpofe was as effectual as it was 
pleating. 

Every morning, as foon as we had 
breakfafted, my father ufed to give me The 
Daily Advert if cr to read to him. His rea- 
fon for preferring that paper to others was, 
becaiife the news was generally authentic, 
arul that tliere was felclom any thing in it 
that could con :pt the morals of youth, or 
entice them from the paths of virtue, all 
which he could not truly lay of any other 
public paper. 

I read the paper to him paragraph by pa- 
ragraph, and at the end of each I flopped, 
to tell him what I knew of the places men- 
tioned therein, in what part of the world 
they were fituated, their government, cuf- J 
toms, &c. If 1 could give no account of 
the places mentioned in the paragragh of 
news, I was then obliged to have rceourfe 
1o my Gazetteer, where I was fure to find 
as much as was ncccffary to he known 
on occafion. From Dr. Brookes, I 

tunned 
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turned to my maps, and, having found it 
there, I took particular notice ot what 
people, or nations furrounded it, and fome- 
times gave an account of fame of them, 
which 1 remembered reading before. In 



rial paragraph. 

As my Gazetteer was too cumberlomc to 
carry about me, I pure ha fed of my publi fhet 
Atlas Minimus, which is a collection of little 
maps, (hewing the tituation of every part 
of the world. This book was conftantly 
my pocket companion ; for it took but 
little room, and was always ready to af- 
ford me the mod rational amufement. In 



the hot fummer days, while other boys were 
ileeping in the grafs, J, under the fhade of 
fomc wide fpreading tree, with the afii fi- 
ance of the Atlas, could trace the utmoft 
boundaries of the world, view the tituation 
of the remotefl regions, and trace thofc 
immenfe oceans, over which mankind 
venture in purfuit of gain. It dill accom- 
panies me in my morning and evening 
walks; and though I look upon myfelf at 
this time as a great proficient in geography, 
I dill find it uleful to con fit It ©ccafionally, 

and 
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and particularly in thofe moments when 
the mind is apt to wander through the 
void of idlenefs. 

Geography was always, and dill is, one 
of my favourite amufements. It was not 
long after I began learning this fcience, 
when I drew the following plan of a map; 
and, as it may perhaps be of fome fervice 
to my little readers, I flia.ll here give an 
explanation of it. 

The top of the map, of all modern ones 
at lead, is called the north ; the bottom, the 
fouth; the right-hand fide, the ead ; and 
on the left, the wed. When the map is 
not thus conftru&ed, a flower-de-luce is 
generally placed in fome part of it. which, 
always pointing towards the north, fhews 
the different points of the compafs. 

On the top of the map, between (lie mar- 
ginal lines, are placed the feveral figures, 
which fhew the number of degrees of eaf- 
tern or wedern longitude, which every 
place, that lies direfUy under thele figures, 
is diftant from the fil'd meridian. 



and 
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On the right and left hand of every map, 
between the marginal lines, are placed 
figures that fhew the number of degrees, 
either north or fouth, every place is didant 
from the equator, and is called northern or 
fouthern latitude. 
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Over many maps, as in this, arc d;a\vn 
lines from the top to the bottom, and from 
the right hand to the left: thofc which i Un 
from the top to the bottom are called lines 
of longitude ; and thofc which crofs them 
lines of latitude. 

A continent, fometim.es called the main 
land, is a large fpace, on which many great 
countries are joined, and not feparated from 
cacli other by the fca. This is reprefented 
in the above map by that large tra&, which 
includes the figures 1, 2, 3, &c. 

Cities or great towns arc made like lit- 
tle houfes, with a fmall circle in the mid- 
dle of them, as at fig. 2. and lmaller towns 
or villages only with a little circle, as at 



fig- 4- 

Small rivers are deferibed by a Engle, 
crooked, waving line, as at fig. 3; but large 
rivers by fuch double and treble lines made 
flrong and black. 

Forefls are reprefented by a colle&ion of 
little trees, as at fig. 5. 

A lake is a large piece of water, ir.clofed 
all round with land, and not having any 



vifihle and open communication with the 



(ea, as at Jig , 6, 



The 
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The ocean, or the main fea, is a vaft 
fnreading colleaion of water, which is not 
divided or feparated by lands coming be- 
tween them. This is generally left as 
an empty fpace on the map, except where 
there are rocks, fands or fhelves, currents 
of water or wind deferibed. See the 

figures 7. • r 

°An ifland is a country, or portion ol 

land, encompaffed about with the fea, and 
fuch is Great-Britain. See 7^. 8. 

Sands or fhelves are denoted by a great 
heap of little points, as at fig. 9. Thefe 
are placed in the fhape of thofc fands, as 
they have been found to lie in the ocean, 
by founding or fathoming the depths. 

Rocks are fometimes made like little 
pointed things flicking up fharp in the fea, 
as at fig. 1 o. 

A (bait is a narrow part of the ocean, 
lying between two (bores, whereby two feas 
are joined together. See fig . 1 1, 

A coaft, or fhore, is all that land which 
borders upon the fea, whether it be in 
iflands or continents: And this is repre- 
fented by light dafhes placed clofe together, 
as xifignres 12. 



Thus 
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Thus much for the defcription of my 
map. 1 am fufficienlly aware of ihe objec- 
tions which a complete geographer will 
make to what I have here done, and that 
he will tell me, I have touched too lightly 
on this fubjeft. I own it. It was irnpof. 
fible to fay more within the narrow boun- 
darios of my prefent undertaking ; and, if 
the little I have here given fhall prove an 
inducement to any of my little readers to 
purfue the fubjeft (fill further, I fhall think 
I have done as much as could be reafonably 
cxpe&cd from me at this time. I will only 
add, that they cannot read hiflory, nor 
even a common news-paper, with any plca- 
fure or advantage, without being in 1’ome 
meafure converfant in the efiential points 
of geography. 

I was now drawing to the clofe of my 
fixth year, when my father thought it ex- 
pedient to add hiflory to geography. It 
was his method of treating me, to proceed 
in fuch a manner, that every new (lep I 
took fhould tend to open and extend the 
paths I had juft trodden, and that every 
new branch of literature l entered into, 
fhould furnifh inexhauftible occafions of 

making 
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making me refleft nicely on what I had 
learned before but in part; for it is impof- 
fible to learn any one fcience complete, till 
we become perfettly acquainted with tire 
various branches with which it is con- 
nc6led. I may perhaps be here fuppofed 
to attempt to reafon in a manner above the 
capacity of a youth of my years ; but I will 
be free enough to tell thofe who think fo, 
that they have not, like me, minded what 
they have read, or what they have heard 
flow from the wife lips of others. 



CHAP. III. 

The author is fent to a hoarding - fchool. — ■> 
Account of an accident previous thereto . 

I Had now entered the feventh year of 
my age, when my father began to en- 
tertain thoughts of fending me to fomc 
good fchool. He had hitherto attended 
me very clofely in my literary purfuits ; but 
to accompany me through the craggy paths 
of the Latin, Greek, and French Grammars, 
he found would engrofs too much of Life 
D time, 
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time, and thereby perhaps difable him from 
doing juftice to his clients as a countel- 
lor, in which chara&er it was always hi s 
ambition to give the utmoft fatisfaftion to 
all his clients. 

At this period I could read almoft any 
Englifh book, on common fubje&s, with the 
greateft accuracy and propriety. I cou ld 
write three different hands, caff up any 
common account in arithmetic, had a to- 
lerable idea of geography, was making a 
hafly progrefs in the Rudy of hiffory, and 
was tolerably expert at taking off any 
drawing at fight, which was not very dif- 
ficult. Let not the reader imagine, that, 
when I fay this, 1 mean to extol my own 
genius, or to expofe my vanity. Though 
the genius of a youth is undoubtedly 
the principal mover in the purfuit of 
fcience, yet it is by no means the only one. 
I had the happinefs to fall into hands that 
were well acquainted with the true mode 
of education ; and had I not under fuch a 
dire dor acquired every thing I have juft 
mentioned, I muft have been a dunce in* 
deed. England fwarms with fchools and 
teachers to fuch a degree, that one would 

imagine 



and PASTIMES. *7 
■ everv native was a profound fcho- 
r S ' , C J< it is found by experience, 
hr; but, alas . teachers have 

that nine ‘» l of ,cn ; bt as their pu- 

are f or ever loft to the world. 

Permit me now to make a digreffiom ^ 
There are lew authors, I ani to i , ■ 

write their own hi (lories ; and thole who 
do, defetibe all their good qualities, but lay 
little of their defc^. I am now going to 
give my readers an inftance that I am not 
partial even to myfelf. When t contels my 
error, 1 have a right to plead my defence, 
to beg mercy from my kind readers, and to 
hope that they will attribute my errors to 
the little experience I may reafonably be 
fup po fed to have had : I have, in one in- 
ftance, bought wifdom by experience. 

My father, after feveral times coming 
upon me unexpededly, obferved, that even 
my amufements tended to improvement ; 
and therefore at laft left me to arnufe my- 
felf in what manner I beft liked, without 
even giving himfelf the trouble of afking 
me what I was about. I was naughty 
D 2 enough 
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enough to abufe his confidence, and, in . 
ftead of purluing innocent anmfements I 
had like totally to have ruined myfclf * 

All on a hidden 1 became very lbnd of 
making fquibs, ferpenls, and crackers; and 
had arrived to fo much perfeftion in that 
art. that I at all times fold enough of them 
to clear all my expences, bolides retaining 
a great number lor my own ufe. I knew I 
was then doing what my father would by 
r.o means approve of. and Which ought to 
have been a fufficient reafon forme not to 
have done it. 

r i he moll difficult part of this operation 
was the grinding of the powder: it requir- 
ed lome time, and befides made me very 
natty, in fpite of all the care I could take. 
I therefore fet my head to work, in order 
to difeover lome method of doing this more 
eaiilv, and with more cleanlinefs. After 
puzzling my head for many days together, 
I at la ft thought myfelf happy in having 
found out a lecret and expeditious ma- 
chine. This was my mother’s coffee-null. 

I got up eaily the next morning, before 
the reft of the family, that I might try the 

expe- 
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ftnalf execution ; and feme of the reft made 
terrible havock with the windows : hap- 
pily for me, none of the pieces hit me , it 
they had, I ftiould never have been able to 
tell" what hurt me : indeed, it was bad 
enough with me as it was. r . 

When the mill burfted, it was with luch 
a prodigious loud report, that it was heard 
in every part of the houfe. The Servants 
haftened into the room, and found me in 
a pitiful fituation, the powder in the upper 
part of the mill having fcorched my face, 
and deprived me of my fight. The pain 
1 felt at this time, which is hardly to bs 
exp relied by words, was not fo great as 
the apprehen lions of my father’s juft re- 
proaches. However, being in for mod of 
D 3 mv 
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my fituafion, he haftened to me an ,l , 
Paid, “ Mike, I thought you would |,!n/ 

fen for; and as the greateft mortified 
that could bcfal me, 1 was not permitted 
to fee da) -light for ten days, nor fullered 
to read in a book for near fifteen. 

Let my little readers remember, il lat 
gunpowder was made for the deflation 
of mankind, and not for the amufement 0 f 
lii tie boys: let them remember the acci- 
dents that every day arife from the ufe of 
it, how many lofe their fight, and fometimes 
their lives, and I am fure they will join 
with me in hating it. 

The fur|eon that attended me having 
declared 'my life and my eyes too to be out 
of danger, my father employed bimfelf 
very attentively in procuring me a fchool 
to his liking, which he prefently accom- 
plifffed. As foon as my eyes were per- 
fe£i^y recovered, every thing was prepared 
l*?!' my departure. I remember very well, 
the morning before my departure, the ad- 
vice my father gavc v me. Ide called me 
into his fludy, and thus faicl to me:— 
“ Mike, 1 am forrv, for your fake and my 

« own 
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<e own fatisfaaion, that I cannot fpare time 
c< to complete your education my fell : how- 
« ever, 1 am willing to believe that I ihall 
« put you into fuch hands, as will give 
« you little veafon to lament the lofs. 1 
a am the more ready to put you out to 
« fchool, as it will give you fotne know- 
“ ledge, and that in the early part of your 
«« life, of the various difpofitions of the hu- 
ff man mind ; and, from the conflant atten- 
u tion you have paid to your fludies. I 
a doubt not hut you will make fuch obfer- 
«« vations thereon as will tend to your ad- 
“ vantage. At home, your mother and I 
<« indulge you through fondnefs ; and the 
“ fervants, perhaps through a motive of 
“ pleafing us, make it their fludy to amufe 
“ you. At fchool you mufl expcfl nothing 

of this fort: you will have no refpeft 
t: paid you, further than your good beha- 
11 viour may claim from every one. For 
“ this reafon, quarrel with no one, do eveiy 
“ one all the lervice you can, and be fure 
11 never to fpeak with anger againfl any boy 
“ that is abfent.” 

I liflcned with the greatefl attention to 
v ' T kat* my father faid, and endeavoured to 
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treafure it in my mind ; but I made no re- 
ply- 1 lie hour arrived for my departure • 
my mother took many and many kilfcs; my 
fitters ran and hid themfelves, that they 
might not behold the melancholy lcene of 
my departure ; and the fervants, particu- 
larly the maids, could not help crying; 
which laft gave me great fatisfaftion, as I 
could not i’up pole but that thofe tears flowed 
from the fountain of eftcem. 1 endeavour- 
ed to aft like a man , and conceal my own 
emotions. 

The moment for my departure arrived; 
my father condufted me to the poll- chaife, 
and off we went. On our arrival at the 
ft hook while my father was bufy in talk- 
ing with my mafler, I took a furvey of the 
premifes, and could find nothing in it dila- 
greeable. The fituation was pleafant, play- 
room fpacious, and, what pleafed me much, 
there was a fine grove, in which, at my lci- 
fure hours, I could fit under the lhadc of 
the trees, fecure from the boldcft rays of the 
fun, and read my book. 

While I was making thefc observations* 
I was called to take leave of my father. 

This was a trying affair. I had refolved, 

in 
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• order to convince him, that I 

, ^»“tCd h i , .« p ‘r c .•“nSSS: 

Sep. my r.Mmion, though ”«>' r “' 

Kars ftole apw y f aW my 

Eon ^ f™medto y tahe no notice of 
f nd after having bidden me a fare- 
wcl^ftepped into his chaife, and returned 

h °The next day was allowed me, as a holi- 
dw to look about me. It was then I drc\ 
this view of our fchool houfe, by which 
mv little readers will fee it was no con- 
temptible one. 
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I found by experience, what before I 
could not believe, that every young gen. 
tleman, at his firft coming to a boarding 
fchool, is generally looked upon with a 
great deal of Contempt by the upper fcho. 
larSj who fometimes think too much of 
themfelves. I afked one a queftion, he 
turned from me without condefeending to 
give me an anfwer; a fecond laughed at 
Hie; and a third even gave me a knock on 
the pate. I thought ol this matter very fe- 
rioufly when I went to bed, and did not 
forget the wife admonitions my father had 
given me; but I found that there was fome 
little difference between theory and prac- 
tice, and I could not brook the thoughts 
of being affronted : to tell my maker, I 
thought would be cbihli/b. 

Having now refolved what part to a£l, 
the next day I aiked one of the above 
three, what was the hour of the day. He 
anfwered me in a very furly manner: I 
reafoned with him ; he gave me the fiik 
blow, and I threfhed him foundly. A 
fecond was playihg at marbles; I aiked 1 
I might make one. He came to me, anc 
gave me a knock on the head, for wine 1 

v^inrned 
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A / a couple, when he walked off 
Singly not any ways 

d Thefe wele V dal only' times I ever had 
any quarrels with my tchool- cl ow-s : for 
,lVis paffed in the pretence oi ttiern 
3 , 'ne 1 half admired my courage and 
iution, and the other half courted me 

My 'endeavours were now conftantly 
employed to retain by friendship and kind 
afUons the efteem 1 had acquired by forte. 

fon convinced them of the naughltnefs 
of treating new fcholars in that manner : 
Ld p relent ly acquired fuch credit among 
them, as to be def.rcd to determine thole 
difputes, which othcvwifc could have been 
fettled only by blows. I am tore l am not 
vain of my fclf in- faying this ; lor if every 
one cannot fay as much, it mu (l be their 
own fault only. 
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In which the author concludes his memoirs, 

T H E remainder oF my feventh year 
was principally employed in gram- 
matical ftudics ; though a particular part of 
each day was appropriated to drawing. It 
was lucky for me, as I was fo fond of this 
art, to fall into the hanus of a mailer, who 
is jullly efteemed one of the greateft we 
now have. 

My eighth year was for the mod part 
confined to the reading of Latin and 
French authors, of which I now began to 
have fome knowledge, and was particular- 
ly fond of flop’s Fables. My time, how- 
ever, was not fo entirely taken up with 
the reading of the dallies, as to diliegaid 
every thing elfe ; Geography, and the 
ftrft rudiments of Aftronomy, had proper 
attention paid them, as well as Hidory. 
I was alfo every day making fome im- 
provements in Drawing ; and it was about 
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tl) is time that I drew the following land- 
fcap e » 




My ninth year opened with matters of 

confequence, 1 had arrived to tuch per- 

feftion in the art of drawing, that all the 
young artids were put under my direc- 
tion. This was a circumftance fufficient 
to have made me vain, had not the wife 
admonitions of my father been prefen t. in 
my mind. It was one of his golden, 
rules, “ He who is vain and inlolent in 
tl profperity, will be mean and fervile in 
adveifity.” 

~ Expe- 



E 
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Experience now taught me, what I be- 
fore only gueffed at, that means might be 
found to procure better materials for the 
afiiftance of young ladies and gentlemen 
in the delightful art of drawing, than what 
were then generally made ufe of. With 
this view I compiled a little book, which 
coft me much labour; wherein I not only 
drew the different parts of the body fepa- 
rate, but gave dire&ions likewife how to 
imitate them, beginning with the eafieft, 
and proceeding gradually to thofe which 
were more difficult. 



When I had finifhed my book, I fub- 
mitted it to the infpe&ion of our gover- 
nor, our drawing-mafter, and fome other 
gentlemen, who were pleafed fo much to 
commend it, as even to fay, that no young 
artifb ought to be without it, and for that 
reafon it ought to be printed. I could not 
at firft endure the thought of becoming an 
author ; for I had heard fay, that no man 
is more wretched or deplorable than he 
who writes for his bread. However, I 
was foon perfuaded out of this notion, on 
being reminded, that the greateft men 
Europe ever produced, have confidered it 

as 
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as an ^nour to have the,r wor £ rea^ 

Si of there little fcrlbiers Who 
are obliged to do any thing for pay. It 
mav beneceffary to inform my leaders, 
that my eal name is not Michel Angelo; 
that being only given me by my drawing- 
matter as a compliment, and which I co 
ftantlv so by in the fchool. r- 

It was not long after the publication of 
my Drawing-book, when I began to en- 
tertain thoughts of writing this llttle trea * 
tile on juvenile Sports and Palhmes. I hilt 
took the hint from the following piflure, 
which accidentally fell into my hands, and 
which was beautifully executed. 
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You here fee a little boy attentively nor. 
mg over his book, while Minerva is endea- 
vouring to entice him from it, by offering 
him a marble. The meaning of it appears 
to me to be this : Minerva, who is the fup 
pofed goddefs of wifdom, is not to be 
courted by a too conftant attention to ftudy 
and without devoting a fmall portion of 
time to amufement, for which purpofe (lie 
is offering him a marble as an afMant to 
recreation. I could wifh to make even our 
atnufements ufeful ; and, I am convinced, 
fuch they may be made with a very little 
attention. 

I recolle&ed that fome great men, far 
advanced on the ftage of life, have taken 
lingular pleafure in turning back to view 
the employments of their boyifh days, and 
in reading the remarks they then made. 
Like them, I turned back to all my old 
papers ; and among them found many of 
the remarks, and fome whole chapters, of 
what follows. Where they wanted amend- 
ment, I corre&ed them ; fuch as difpleafed 
me, I expunged ; and where any new ad- 
ditions feemed to be neceffary, I attentively 
iiiade them. 



It 
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It may perhaps be expefted, that I 
fliould run through all the long catalogue 
of the fports and pafhmes of boys ; but that 
would be impoflible in a volume of this 
fize as well as ufelefs. To mention thole 
games, which are too Ample in themfelves 
to admit of any improvement, and fo well 
known as to (land in no need of a defertp- 
tion, would be idle. What more can be 







than that when two boys play at battle- 
door and fhuttlccock, they fliould endea- 
vour to (trike it in a proper direction, nei- 
ther too gently nor too hard ; that the bat- 
tlcdoor fhould be made of welLfeafoned 
E 3 oak ; 
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oak ; that the feathers of the (huttle- 
cock fhould be fmoolh, and placed even • 
that the cork fhould be found and hard ; 
and that a fmall nail fhould be driven 
into the bottom of it, to give it a proper 
weight ? 

Such as thefe I have omitted ; and 
have noticed thofe only in which fome 
improvement could be made, fome errors 
pointed out, and fome littlenefs remov- 
ed. The art of dump-making every little 
artift fuppofes himfclf matter of; but I 
flatter myfelf, that, when he comes to read 
the next chapter, he will be inclined to 
believe, that the prefent mode is paltry 
and pitiful, and that it is capable of very 

great improvements. 1 wifh 1 could per- 
vade my little readers to carry this art to 
fuch a perfeaion, that it might not be 
called dump) but medallion-makings and this 
I am convinced, might be accomplifhed 
with a little attention, and without the 

lea in d tbf e fixth chapter I have entered 
into fome important cop.deraUons on 
tons Here I have exploded fome er 
Tors, which the generality of young ar- 
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gnS’lS £ *«-» 

given » tiiftinft chipM -on 

LX “ .h«‘ ™ P ”vcra«n. of 
not added muen h t * )a t vexa- 

* iSpa bbour which many inconfrderate 
nous labour wn am ve ry 

ofen arife from little caufes; and, until 
the latter are known, the former cannot 

bC fnTheeighth chapter I have given fome 
{Iriftures on the game of t''ap-bal - 
this I Avail here, only obferve, that .1 p® 
forry to fee this game deprived of all M 
former art and ingenuity— beyond a 

demotion ; and ftiU more forry am 1 to 
fay, that the deftroyers of it are grown 

gentlemen! . , . 

I batten from this to the game oi cricket, 
in which I have given fome directions , 
which, I think, if properly attended to. 




Emm 



hi mi 
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will not only add to the improvement of 
the player, but will likewife fave him 
many a fix-pence in his pocket, and how 
neceflary a point the taking of favingmea- 
litres may be, is well known perhaps to all 
my little readers. 

In the tenth chapter I have been very 
particular in deferibing the method of 
making bows and arrows. Shooting is a 
very agreeable paftime ; but at prefent it 
is in a manner funk into difgrace, without 
the lcaft apparent reafon. It was the fa- 
vourite amufement of our anceftors, and 
1 cannot fee any reafon why it fhould not 
be ours. Let us throw afide the mif- 
chievous gun, and have recoutfe to our 
bow and arrow, which we can make at 
a very trifling expence, and which will at 
all times be ready to afford us a very manly 
amufement. 

In the eleventh chapter I have men- 
tioned fome new improvements on the 
game of Hockey ; and, in the twelfth, 
Which concludes the work, my little rea- 
ders will find a diflertation on Marbles, 
fuch as, I hope, will afford them all the 

fatisfa&ion they can reafonably wiffi for. 

' My 



PASTIMES. 45 

im„ renders will permit me, before 

'r! chapter to obferve to them, 
Vlt ihould be the Rudy of every one, 
tha , 1 ;< at his book, to employ his 

Vhlle to tbe b eft advantage, fo .fliould he 

belter. 1 Bv°thelclhe mind is relieved from 
too clofe an application, and health an 
vigour are procured ; the ftomaeh is pte- 
pfred to digeft the food it receives, and a 
good appetite is its conftant companion. 
However, in all kinds of bodily exercifes, 
fome precautions fliould be ufed ; lor in- 
fiance, cricket is a laborious game, and ge- 
nerally played at in the hotter months. I 
knew an imprudent boy, who, after hav- 
ing ran him (elf into a violent beat, pulle 
oft' his clothes, and jumped into a river, 
in order to cool himfelf: but the con- 
ference was fatal ; and his unhappy pa- 
rents were left to lament the lots or an 
only fon, who till then feemed to pro- 
mife to he the comfort of their old age. 
Iiis blood was chilled by the water, and 

he 



■ 
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lie died after a fad illnefs of three weeks. 
As you muff not bathe when you are hot, 
fo neithei fhould you then drink, cold 
water. 

When an aged gentleman advifes you 
to give over any fport you are at, be fure 
that you follow his advice; for, though 
you may imagine there is no harm "or 
danger in it, yet be affured that he knows 
better than you. Young folks too often 
think that they are capable judges for them- 
felveS ; but old folks know they are not : 
the latter fpeak from wifdom and expe- 
rience, the former from vanity and folly. 
Do not forget that old proverb, “ An ob« 
<•' (tin ate temper never wants woe,” 
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The Art of Dump-making . 
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dents that have frequently happened to 
thole who have been much engaged in the 
art ; but when I began to reflect, that 
ihefe accidents have proceeded merely 
from careleffnefs and inattention, my < ob- 
ie&ions immediately vanifhed. I ihalt 
therefore proceed to bufinefs without iur- 
ther apology, and (hall only prefent you 
with the picture of a little fellow liara at 
work* 




The firft thing to be confidered in the 
‘taking of clumps, is the preparation of the 
moulds; and this indeed is the mod capi- 
tal part of the bufinefs ; for, if the moulds 

are 
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are indifferent, or any ways defective, 
good dumps can never be produced from 
them. I have known fome artifts to make 
their moulds with free-ftone, and fome 
even with clay or whiting. Thefirft is ge- 
nerally too hard, and the two laft by no 
means fit for the purpofe, being much too 
{oft. The heft thing for this purpofe is 
fine clear hard chalk, which is perfedly 
free from flinty knots, or any other foreign 

body. . 

If you fhould be lucky enough to get a 

piece at once fit for your purpoie, be care- 
ful that you do not fpoil it in the manurac- 
taring: for fuch pieces as are proper or 
the purpofe. are hard to be come at. This 
piece flrould be about the fee of a penny- 
loaf. Cut this in half, the long way, either 
with an old faw, or any other mftrument 
that will anfwer the purpofe. 

After having cut it in half the .two fac s 
will naturally be very ™ugh; iT order to 
fmooth wmch Y" r watcr> After j 

: 
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to the light, you cannot fee the lead glimpfe 
of hglU though them. I” this point you 
fhould be particularly careful ; for, if th. 
lead cavity is left, the hot metal, when it 
ic poured into it, will find its way through 

1 ■ vnii. nn els VOU 






take great care. . , t 

When you have properly fmoothed the 
two faces, you may then proceed to fafhion 
the outiidcs of your moulds. Four inches 
long, and three wide, are a very proper 
fize : to make them larger, would only add 
to their weight, and caufe them to be cum- 
berfomc ; to make them lefs, would be re- 
ducing the number of your calls to two 
dumps only. 

It is a common pra&ice with fome ar- 
tifts to chip off with a knife, or fome fuch 
tiling, all the outer rough parts of the 
mould ; but this is a very wrong method, 
as I have often feen them broke to pieces 
by this means : I rather would advife 
them to grind them on a fmooth ftone ; 
for, though there is a little more trouble 
in it, it is a fafer way, and does not ex- 
pofe you to that heart-breaking circum- 
ftance of deftroying all your work by 
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one {ingle blow. Having now ma A„ A 
faces fmooth, and modelled the ouSw® 
your mind, put them into a chin° d ° 
»er where they will dry and harden 
A day or two afterwards you mav " fa i 
them from thence, and proceed to the 

grand operation, which is that of makin 
tlie dyes. In this branch of thc aTt iV® 
fu ll; thing to be confidered is the fize of 
your intended dumps. And here I mu ft 
cbfeive, that the generality of young ar- 
tilts are very having and penurious, as I 
hardly fee any dumps bigger "than a 
iarming. I would wifh my little pupils 
to have a more liberal mind, and not fuf, 
fer this noble fcience to be treated in fo 
contemptuous a manner. When the dye 
is fo very final]* there can be no room for 
the* artifl to fhew his dexterity or defign* 
Indeed it is too often the cafe, that this 
lafl point is not at all .confidered, and, fo 
that it is but a dump, no matter what lort 
of one it is. 

My rule has always been to make them 
the fize of a half penny ; and I have had 
the conftant pleafure of finding every boy 
ready to hazard fix of Ids againit one of 

.mine, 
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mine. Indeed, fo great has been, and fell 
is the reputation of my calls, that * 
gclo’s dumps are as highly efteemed as 
ever were Elzever’s Bibles. In every J 
venile fcience, it is a very promtfing fign 
to fee boys foaring above vulgar error , 
and, inftead of being latisfied merely ■p ith 
imitating their predeceffors, ami at linking 
out fomething new and magnificent. 

But let me quit this long digreffion, and 
proceed in my bufinels. Having refo 
on the fize of your dump, draw as many 
circles on your moulds as the fize of your 
intended dye will admit ; but be fine to 
leave fo much di (lance between them, as 
may be neceffary to preferve the (Irength 
ol ! e partitions; I mean, by partition, 
that fpace which is between the dumps in 
the mould. 

When you have, with the greatefl ex- 
aflnefs, drawn thefe circles, lay afide your 
compafles, and, with a moderately fharp 
and flat-pointed knife, proceed to fcoop 
out the hollows ; but be particularly care- 
ful that you do not fpoil the round, by 
paring beyond the mark made with the 
compafles. 

F 2 



The 
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The depth of your mould mull be de- 
termined by the thicknefs of V0U r in. 
tended dump ; and here, as I before ad- 
viied you to make it the fize of a half 
penny, fo would I advife you to make fc 
of the fame thicknefs. For this purpofe 
you may put a halfpenny into the dye’ 
and, when it is perfeftly even with the 
furrounding fides, you will then he cer- 
tain that you have feraped to a fufficicnt 
depth. If the half-penny flicks up in any 
particular part, take it out, and ferape 
away the obftacle ; for, the beauty of your 
.cad depends much on its roundnels and 
equality of thicknefs. 

Having made the bottom of each dye 
perfectly fmooth and level, then cut the 
proper channels for the metal to pafs 
through the mould from one dump to an- 
other. The annexed reprefentation may 
perhaps make this matter appear more 
clear than from words only. 



Cut 
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Cut a deep and wide notch in the 
mould at A ; from this carry two little 
gutters, to convey the hot metal info the 
two cads B B. From each of thefe cut 
another channel, to convey the metal into 
the center call D ; and obferve the fame 
method for E E. Thefe groves or chan- 
nels fiiould be rather deep than wide, 
as the metal will thereby have lefs time 
to cool before it arrives at the lad 
^ 3 dyes. 
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dyes. Thus are your moulds prepared for 
receiving the laft operation, which is that 
of engraving fuch figures as belt pl ea f e 
your fancy. r 

If my little pupils have properly made 
ufc of my Drawingfchool for little Mat 
ters and Miffes, they will be at no lofs 
for fubje&s to fill up their calls. I am 
frequently afhamed on feeing what paltry 
things are made ufe of for this purpof e: 
a few long flrokes with dots between 
them, or a few ill-drawn chequers, are in 
general all that are to be found on modern 
clumps ; but not the lead marks of defign, 
not even the bare attempts at genius. — 0 ! 
fhame to think on it! O! fhameto fuch 
art ids ! 

I fnall perhaps make fome of my little 
pupils wonder when I afliire them, that I 
once fpent a whole day in the engraving, 
of a dye ; but their wonder will perhaps 
ceafe, when I produce one of the dumps 
caft from it ; and here it is for your in- 
fpeftior*. 



i- 



This 



AND 
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This is the head of a great man, and I 
am fure you will agree with me, when I 
tell you it is my father’s. This very head 
has procured me immenfe treafures, for, 
though my dye is almod worn out by 
the number I have cad in it, yet I have 
not a dozen by me. The reafon is, the 
likenefs is fo dror.g, that all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen have bought them of 
me at a very high price. The lord of the 
manor had two, for which I received a 
large bafket of the fined apples, and an- 
other of Orlean plumbs: ’Squire Goodwill, 
for one of them, made me a prefent of fe- 

veral 
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veral moft curious books, which to me, he 
truly laid, were of more value than fruit. 
To give you the whole catalogue of the 
prefents I received on this occafion would 
be endlefs ; I fliall therefore only acquaint 
you, that our good bifhpp, who defired 
to have four of them, made me the moft 
valuable prefent of all, he gave me his 
hlifing. 

The encouragement I received from this 
hrft attempt, induced me to make a fe- 
cond, See my little pupils, what was the 
refult of it. 




You here fee the head of my amiable mo- 
ther : though I niuft confefs I have not 

been 
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been able to do her that juftice flie de- 
serves. However, it has pleated the la- 
dies, among whom my mother s head has 
procured me as much as my tathei ». 1 






my 

H- 



gold ? . c 

We now come to the lad point or con- 

fideration, the pouring the metal into the 
moulds; but before we enter on this mat- 
ter, it may not be amifs to confider what 
metal is mod proper for the purpofe. I 
know many of my little pupils will wonder 
that l fhould propofe any thing but lead ; 
but I have many reafons for obje&ing to 
that metal. Lead is fo foft, that if the 
dumps made of it are much played with, 
they foon become crooked and defaced, 
and not fit for ufe till cad over again, 
which mud be performed with fomc la- 
bour, and a great deal of lofs. I have 
known fome naughty boys go to old and 
uninhabited houfes, and break the win- 
dows, in order to deal the lead ; but this, 
befides being a very wicked a&ion, is alfo 
a foolifh one, fmee, when they came to 
melt it they found it to be little elfe than 
dirt and drofs, which, being fo mixed with 

the 
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the lead as not to be feparated by once or 
twice melting, gave a nafly colour to the 
dumps, and rendered them unfit for either 
fight or ufe. It has always been my prac- 
tice to ufe the belt pewter I could buy at 
the fhops ; and though this is confiderably 
dearer than lead, yet the pleafure and cre- 
dit arifing from the fight of them, amply 
repay all the expence ; and, befides their 
fuperior graceful appearance, one dump 
made of pewter will outlaft three leaden 
ones. I would advife all my little pupils 
to carry every thing to perfection, or not 
meddle with them at all. 

When you have provided yourfelF with 
a fuflicient quantity of pewter, (for lead 
I will fuppofe to be quite out of the quef- 
tion) put a little of it into an iron ladle, 
and let it remain over a clear fire till it is 



perfectly melted. Some artifts content 
themfelves with the bowl of a pipe for this 
purpofe : but this is rather dangerous, as it 
is very apt to flip in the hand, or break in 
conveying it out of the fire. Obferve to 
melt at one time very little more than you 
think will be neceflary to ni the rnou d 
once, as it will be a very good method to 
prevent accidents. 
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While vour pewter is melting, place the 
Kirofam of your moulds together, and fee 
v /thpv are perfeaiy clofc in every part. 

Ctah, which will not only keep the mo Jd. 

t u e ; r „roper ftate, but will alio protect 
voui hand that holds it, fhould any of the 
hot metal, by an unforefeen accident pafs 

lh< Being thus far prepared, as foon as you 
find your pewter is particularly melted, 
take your moulds in your left hand, and 
with your right empty the ladle into the 

moulds, oral leaft till they are full. Be 
careful here to obferve, that you hold the 
moulds in a Ranting pofition, and almoit 
alarm’s length. Thefe precautions, duly 
obferved, there is no more danger in the 
caftingof dumps than in a game at taw. 

The metal in the moulds will prefently 
be cold enough to be taken out ; but here 
take cave that you do not touch them with 
your naked fingers, led you fhould find 
them too hot to hold, and be obliged to put 
your fingers into your mouth to cool them. 
As foon as they are become fit to handle, 
cut off all the loofe pieces that furround 
* the 
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1m °0fiV^ t h a a n lT. ak ! n h t^ s ed Se S perf^, 

lion of '35mpIaSig,l2j,'; h »'«p.r k 
lay before my little pupils a ° cavc »o 

my own invention, aoDrnJ- TT S ame of 

of the dump and to winch' I hV^ t0 tIle ufe 
name of Lottery. The ,?^ g ‘ VCntl * 
llm P Ie ; and is as follows/ h ° e Is ver y 
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Contiguous to our fchool is a fpacious 
Q 1 ' , ftnnp Here we 



AND 



Here we 

amufcourfelves in wet weather, when we 



cloifter, paved with free-done. 



a lenot permitted to rove the more fpacious 
field. Among our divcrlions at thole ica- 
fo„s is the Loftery. On the fmooth ftones 
we chalk out the preceding figure, oi 
which the fquares are either larger 01 
fmaller, according to the abilities and ex- 
perience of the players ; for it is well 
known, that old hands will chuck to a 
greater nicety than young ones. 

Having marked out our fquares, in 
which we are very nice, that they may 
be truly geomatrical, we then proceed to 
lei tie the order of fucccllion for matters 
of the lottery, which is done in this man- 
ner. A knife is ftuck up in one of the 
crevices between the paved ttones ; when 
each of us, retiring t© a dated dittance, 
pitch a dump at the knife. He w'ho 
comes neareft it is matter firtt, the fe- 
cond neareft fucceeds him, and fo on to 
the laft. 

Each then returns to the mark from 
whence he is to pitch, leaving the matter 
to look after the frame. If the dump hap- 
G pens 
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pens to fall in any of the outer fquares, the 
matter returns him his own dump, an d 
gives him another befides ; if .it fettles in 
any of the next (mailer fquares, he then re. 
ceives two ; and if in the third fmaller 

clafs of fquares, he then receives three ex- 

clufive of that which he chucked: but in 
either of thefe cafes, if his dump touches 
any part of the lines which divide one 
fquare from another, he forfeits his dump ; 
and if it touches the black fquare which 
furrounds the center fquare, he forfeits two 
others. If he is fo fortunate as to lodge 
his dump in the center fquare, he then re- 
ceives his own and fix others ; but, if his 
dump happens ever fo little to touch the 
black fquare, while the greater half of his 
dump remains in the center, he not only 
lofes his own, but forfeits three others. 

When every one has pitched his dump, 
the next boy, according to the order be- 
fore fettled, then commences matter of 
the frame, and fo on, till every one has 
performed that o£Rce, when the game is 
finifhed. 

I have been fo fortunate at this game, 

that l have won more dumps than feme 

nu fen 
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A N D . „ Our governor is 

mKers have guinea ^ my 8 inven tion ; 
very much p'f*' e ht to remind us 

and tells us, that 1 8 ar£ againft us 

how many c ^" c . in human life ; 
of obtaining t P ,i,; c h furvound the 
and that the _dang e are enough to 

attempt to gam f ° attempting it, who 
of experience and 

refolution. 



CHAP. VI. 

Important Confutations on Tops. 

f T fhould at firft fight feetn, that little 
I could be faid on a fubjeft, of which 
Jeeryboy is, in bis own imagination, a 
perfeft matter ; and yet I will venture o 
aflevt, that there are very few who know 
any thing of the matter. I know feveral 
of my little pupils will fmile at me 101 io 
bold an affertion ; but._if I do not make it 
good, then let it be faid, that I have be- 
llowed all my labour and ftudy to little 
purpofe. 

1 1 G2 t ^ 



I (hall 



64 JUVENILE SPOR TS 

I Hi all fir ft fpeak of wV»at ,*o 
called Peg-Top. Of thefe there'TS 
few good ones, and the methods gencral v 
take,, by young arufts to make themgoj 
are highly abturd and ridiculous. Tl ’ 
principal recommendations of a top 

tltA nl if marl t Ji o 1 ■* 



arc. 



acorns fas 



the fize of it, and the number of 
they are called) on the peg ; but if the ton 
does not feel light in the hand while fpi n 
nfng there, it is inftantly pronounced a bad 
one, and a thoufand various tricks arc tried 
to remove this fad and terrible failing. I n 
this cafe the peg is inftantly drawn, which 
is generally performed in this manner: 
The middle of the top- firing is tied fall to 
the peg, and then the artift, taking hold 
of both ends of the firing, beats the head 
againfl a pod, till it flics off. The peg is 
then either dipped in fome magic liquor, or 
wrapped round with a little hair, a feather, 
or indeed no matter what, for every thing 
is tried that can be thought on. 1 have 
heard fome boys recommend, as an infalli- 
ble remedy, the dipping of the peg in an 
apple-pudding, a cheefecake, or a cuflard; 
but I am convinced it is no matter which 
they try, fince they are all equally good— 

for 
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ft con d bruifing againfl the po • 

after trial is made to no purpofe , and the 



top, from being but a day or two ago a 
one, is now fo battered and bruifed, that 
it looks like an old one, and is therefore 
thrown away in a pet with the utmoit dii- 
fatisfa&ion and contempt. 

It may indeed frequently he ueccflary to 
draw the peg of a new top ; hut this fhoulu 
always he done with the aftiftance of a 
vice, when the head will receive very 
little, if any injury. Having now laughed 
at the modern praflice of making a top 
light, I {hall proceed to point out wherein 
the error lies, and offer fome new improve- 
ments in the inflrument of fo much pica- 
furc as a good top affords us. 

The head fhould he turned! even and 
regular, not too long, nor yet fo round as 
a turnip ; but the grand point of all lies* 
principally in boring the hole to receive 
the peg. It is owing fo this not being, 
done properly, that the head fo fre- 



G 3- 



quentlv' 
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qiienUy feels heavy, while fpinning i n 
the hand. The reafon mud; be obvL. 
on a moment’s refle&ion, to the mo ft 
inexperienced artift. If the hole i nt0 
which the peg goes is crooked, the pee 
in uft ftand crooked alfo ; and this will 
give a double motion to the top, which 
caufes the evil complained of. The boy 
who runs leaning on one fide, muft run 
heavier than he who keeps his whole 
body properly poifed, and will undoubt- 
edly tire fir ft. So it is with the top: the 
crooked pofttion of the peg throws the top 
on one lide, and hence, every time it 
turns round, ipuft give fome check to its 
force. 

It is a general obfervation among ar- 
tifts, that a heavy top never Jleeps well; 
and this very obfervation, made by every 
one, is of itfelf, fufheient to confirm 
what I have above pbferved. hook at 
this top, 
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and fee how well it fpms : it deeps 0 
foundly, that you cannot fee any motion 

it has. 



11 We mud; not always lay the blame on 
the turner, for the peg itfelf is fomet.mes 
in fault: if that is crooked, all the ait ot 
the former will never be able to make a 
good top. When I confider what great 
care atid nicety is required, both in the 
turner and the peg-maker, I am not fo 
much ftirprifed that we have fuch a num- 
ber of bad tops, as that we have any good 
ones. Thefe people look upon us boys 
as fo many chickens, who will picK. up 
*my thing that is thrown them. I have 
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With this View I never bu , ^ VC,fe - 
ftops, but always agree wuh the* In t,le 
to furnilh me with agoodne £ ' Z7 
ttonal price. 1 never pay for it till 1 ? 
tried it tn his prefence ; and when there 

to . n h n X, r U,t * 1 h3Ve P*"* £S 
poid } meanSlamneverdi %- 

I come now to fpeak of the peg in ano^ 
ther light, not as it concerns the light or 
heavy fpinning of the top, but merely as 
in point of convenience. The value of 
the peg is always eftimated by the number 
ot acorns that furrour^d it, and this, in a 
large peg, makes it come very expenlive. 
vVnh your leave, my little pupils, I will 
tell you, that fo far from allowing the 
acorns to add any value to the top, I 
cannot help thinking but that it leflens 
it. I have feen many a good top defpifed 
and rejefted, becaufe.it had what is called 
by fome the /muggier' s, by others more pro- 
perly. the qitakcr's peg ; and whenever l 
faw this, I always bought it at a very eafy 
price. 

I will 
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I will now give you my objeaions 
againd the «orn pegs. When the top.* 
in full fpin, thefe acorns muft a£l upon 
every’ thing that touches them like o 

many files in motion ; and there ishaidly 
an artift, who plays much with acorn tops, 
but carries many marks of violence be- 
tween his fingers, which he received lrom 
the acorns ol his peg, I cannot, foi my 
part, conceive what objeftions there can 
be to the plain peg, fince every one mult 
be fenfible that no inconvenience can at- 
tend it. I hold it indeed good, that there 
Ihould be one acorn at the head of the 
peg, which may ferve as an ornament, and 
prevent its making its way too far into the 
head. It is a very difficult matter to per- 
fuade little boys out of any thing they con- 
fider as a piece of finely ; but fuch l wifh 
to leave to them fel ves, and never defire to 
own them for my pupils. — I fay a plain 
peg above all things ! 

I come now to the laft point of confi- 
de rati on, the firing, concerning which I 
have only to obferve, that, if the top is 
fmall, thick whip-cord will be the beft for 
ufe *, but, if the top is of the largefl fize, 

firong 
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ftrong lay-cord will belt anfwer the pur- 
pole. Unravel about an inch of it, at that 
end which you intend to twift round the 
peg; and, to prevent it from untwifling 
any further, bind it round with a piece of 
thread well waxed. Bore a hole in a 
dump, put the other end of the cord 
through it, and fallen it with a knot ; the 
ufe of which is too well known to need 
any defcription. Always wet the end of 
your firing before you twift it round the 
peg, as it will make it flick the clofer, 
and give an additional force to the (pin- 
ning of the top. Be fure that your firing is 
not too long ; for a Ihort one, properly 
ufed, always anfwers the purpofe befl. 



CHAP. VII. 

'Remarks on lllnpping-tops and Gigs. 

T H E whipping-top affords a moft 
wholefome and pleafing exercife for 
the winter months. I cannot find words 
to exprefs my vexation, when I fee a °> » 
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1 j hovering over a fire, and 

in a cold day, w j lile the other 1$ 

£3? ■asss 

K/e boy.f whj - 

other. 




I have nothing now to offer with re- 
fpetl to the whipping top, further than l 
always prefer the paved ftones to a boatd- 
cd flooring. A large brafs nail at tne 
bottom adds much to the fport, as it makes 
him fpin more merrily ; and a lew me- 
thodically 



Mm 
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thodically driven into the head rw , 
g»ves it a pretty look, but makes t °Se 
hc™„, ,„ d cut. „ motc j;;* 

The whip is a matter that requires Tome 
Consideration, as many errors are commit- 
ted in the management of it. 1 have fecn 
fome little boys knock a whipping-top 
about for an hour together, without beins 
able to get it into a ftrong fpin, and, after 
many attempts have at laft given it over 
■with tears in then eyes. dhey knew not 
that the fault lay in the whip, which was 
made of a long piece of flimfy leather, 
fattened in a hole, made with a nail- 
piercer in the ftick. Here weretwoca- 
pital faults; firft, the leather was too weak; 
and feconclly, it was improperly fattened 
to the ftick. 

If the leather is not of the tougheft and 
ttrongeft fort, it will by no means anfwer 
the end, as it will not have the power of 
commanding the motion of the top; in- 
deed even a bit of rope would do better. 
The beft thing for this purpofe is, beyond 
all doubt, a well-dried eel-fkin, efpecially 
after it has been made pliable by a little 

ufe ; 
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ufe: and here it may not be amifs to 
give a fhort direction how properly to 
dry them for your purpofe. Take an eel- 
fkin juft after it is taken off the fifh, and 
wafh it ; pull it out to its full length 
and breadth, and lay it in fome place, 
perfectly hnooth and ftretched out, where 
it may not freeze ; but by no means dry 
it by the fire, for that will {brink it up 
to nothing. It will be fit for ufe in a 
few days; but no matter how long it 
has to dry, for the drier it is the better it 
will be. 

The method of fattening the leather 
or eel-fkin to the flick, as generally prac- 
•tifed, is very erroneous. A hole is made 
in the ftick, and the fkin run through 
it, being only fattened by a knot; °fa 
that, when you ftrike the top, it is un- 
certain whether you may hit it with the 
edge, or the flat part of the fkin. If 
you chance to hit it with the flat, it is 
well enough; but, if you hit it with 
the edge, which is full as likely, you 
ipoil the top’s fpinning for that bout. 

Now the method I have aiwavs ob- 
lerved 15 this. I take Urn head-siul of 

H my 
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myeel-ildn and place about two inch* 
of it along the top of the (lick; this I 
fallen on tight with a waxed thread* 
and thus, when I ufe it, I have always 
the broad part of the fkin at command • 
for, if I then hit the top with the edge 
it mull be owing to my own carelefsnefs? * 
I mull not quit this fubjed without 
mentioning th egtg, which is a very merry 
little fellow, and traverfes a great deal 
of ground in a fhort time. For this rea- 
ion a room, or any confined place, does 
not at all fuit him. He mull have a 
Ipacious hall or cloiller, in which he may 
have his full fcope ; and the artill mull 
follow him up clofely, left he fneak into 
a corner. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Game of Trap-hall. 




T H I S game is played veiy differently 
now to what it was formerly. The 
trigger ufed to be made of bone, and the 
bludgeon, with which they llruck the ball, 
was not thicker than a mop-llick. But 
fome gentlemen, who feem to be fond, of 
imitating boys, have invented a trap, made 
in fuch a manner, that you need only 
touch the trigger, and the ball flies up 
before you without the Icall uncertainty. 
To make the bufinefs Hill more eafy, they 
have a large broad bat, with which it is 
H 2 next 
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next to an impoffibility to mils the ball. 
■As this game Was played formerly, it re- 
quired fome dexterity ; but the manner in 
which gentlemen play it at prefent, is a dif- 
^race to boys ; and on this account I was 
in -doubt whether 1 Ihould admit it amon« 
the games in my Juvenile Sports and Pah 
times. 

C II A p. IX. 

Ohfcr nations on the Game of Cricket . 

O F all the games which afford amufc- 
ment for the leifure hours of boys." 
as well as gentlemen, there are none more 
manly than that of cricket, as it procures 
an appetite, health, and vigour. This 
game has undergone fuch few variations, 
that I cannot make many ob ferv at ions 
thereon, and fhall therefore only obferve, 
that the new mode of taking the advan- 
tage of bye-balls and overthrows, and 
thereby gaining as many knotches aspolli- 
ble, >is an innovation with which I am by 
no means plealed- it is indeed true, that 
this puts the leekers-out continually on 
their guard, and obliges them to be more 
mindful of their play ; but then it dum- 
mies 
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of" die wicket man, or the inattention of 

the Icekers-out. Do you nos my Ji 1 
pupils, long to be among thefe little 
lows who are fo hard at it . 




Permit me now to give a word or two 
of advice to the younger part of my pu- 
pils, who may not perhaps be yet perfeQ: 
rnaflersol this noble diveriion. And, fir ft, 
I will fpeak of the bat. 

Every little fporlfman is fond of having 
the upper part of his bat bound round 
H 3 with 
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with waxed thread, though he is not ca- 
pable of giving any reafon for it. To 
fuch I am now fpeaking ; and let me tell 
them, that the reafons for binding the 
handle are thefe : fird, that the bat is not 
fo liable to break ; fecondly, that it keeps 
the hands from flipping in (Iriking a blow ; 
and, thirdly, that it is not fo liable to jar 
the hands. 

Never buy a bat ready bound ; for it is 
a common rule among the bat-makers, 
when there is any confiderable flaw in the 
upper part of the bat, to cover the defeft 
with binding, and fell it at an additional 
price : once or twice ufrng, however, ge- 
nerally expoles the fallacy, though too 
late to be remedied. I would therefore 



advife every little artift to bind his own 
bat, which he may eafily do, at a very 
frnall expence, in the following manner. 
Get a fufficient quantity of the finelt 
twine ; fallen one end of it to any thing 
that will hold it tight, and with a ball ot 
fhoemakers wax cover every part ot it 
Then mark on your bat, with a piece o 
chalk, how far you intend to bind 1 , 
which is thus performed, Lay the en 
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your cord, after having tut ne^ t ever y 

round, long-ways on t e , ^ even f roin 
fucceeding turn may ]3e 

the pollibility of ever g j clo fe 

careful every turn you tal :A n i(hed, 

to the former ; fo that, when be 

not the leaft appearance of the ba Y^ 
feen between any part ol the w 
When you have finished, ^ careful that 
you fallen the end tight, w uc jy_ i , 
further fecured, by driving over it a lmall 
nail that has a ftrong head, 
you have a bat belter bound than any >ou 
can buy ready done at the (hops. 1 had 
like to have forgotten to remind you, tna - 
you always chufe thofe bats, the bottoms o 
which have a turn outwards, and that \ou 
cautioufly fuit the length of it to your own. 
flature. 

I proceed now to fay fomething of the 
wicket, which is qompofed of two (lumps 
and a bail. Here let me obferve, that 
many little boys are very inattentive to 
this part; for, I have frequently feen 
the (lumps made of little dim pieces of 
deal, not above iix inches high ; which, 
in the fccond or third bowling, have been 

(battered 
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pattered to pieces, and the game inter- 
i opted till new ones could be made. ] n 
c eed 1 have often feen the play totally 
ftopt for that evening for want of new 
materials Had they taken the following 
method, this difafter would never have 
happened. 



Get a couple of good ftrong hoop-flicks 
fuch as have been well feafoned, but not 
injured by moifture. Cut them into pieces 
ol about two feet in length, and bend 
them on your knee till they are almoll 
flrait, but not quite fo, then cut off the 
edges, and pare the bottoms to a point, in 
order the more eafily to force them into 
ihe ground. Cut Lhc tops flat, and make 
a notch in them, juft to the fize of the 
bail, which may be made of fkewers ufed 
by butchers to fallen their meat. By hav- 
ing the notches on the top of the flumps 
cut the fize of the bail, you prevent its 
being blown off by every puff of wind, 
which often proves a very vexatious im- 
pediment ia the height of a mofl vigo- 
roufly-contcftcd game. 

If thefe oblervations are properly at- 
temded to. you will feldom complain .of 

a broken 



and 
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8i 



■ a broken Rump; but, in order ^ 

guarded againft any unforefeen acc.de ^ 

you mould always carry will, you tm 
pair of Rumps at leaR into the field ; 

1 I {hall now difmifs this article of ci icket- 



plaving. with an obfervation or two wor- 
thy ‘h^ attention of the young f P° r *X 
When it is your turn to take the bat, ot>- 
ferve that vou Rand at a proper di Ranee 
from the wicket, neither too clofe, not yet 
too far from it : if you Rand too clofe, you 
may chance to knock yourfclf out; and, 
if you Rand too far from it, you may he 
knocked out by the bowler, before you 
can recover your bat after aiming a ffroke. 
The legal diftance from your wicket is the 
length of your bat. 

Nothing difpleafes me more than to fee 
the batfman make a hundred different 
motions at the ball before* it -reaches him, 
and often before the bowler has delivered 
it. As foon as you fee the bowler is aim- 
ing at your wicket, lift your bat a little; 
and, if the ball runs fo clofe to the ground, 
that you cannot make a fair blow at it, or 
that it comes, in fuch a dire&ion, as to en- 
danger the fafety of your wicket : in thofc 



cafes 
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caies content yourfelf w bk 1 

b »“. r» » 10.™ ” 

»« ch » got i„ thi! ^»»y« 

■” oppTOnhy P "f 1 '.‘felow, 

forcc.b* 1 ’ and repel the baU wit^all yw[r 

Bo not ftraddle too wide, before vm.r 
wicket, as it will deprive you of\l,e 

P° W fjl °i ftnkin S with that force as you 
J^ould if you Rood clofer. Befides Ac 
ball may in its courfe to your wicket/ by a 
ftone or any other obftruaion, be acci- 
dentally turned out of its courfe: and if 
you ftand wide, you will not be able im- 
mediately to recover yourfelf, fo as in 
time to take a neceffary ftep to receive it. 
Ihe proper ufe of the bat is the moft in, 
gemous as well as the moft pleafing part 
of this game: and it has always been ob- 
ferved, that thofe are the beft and neateft 
players, who feem to take the leaft pains, 
while they make fureof their ftrokc, and 
get the moft notches. 

Bowling is very laborious, but requires 
only pra£tice and a ftrong arm. To throw 
up the ball nicely to the wicket is a great 

recoin- 
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recommendation to a player; and the 
catching of it, when thrown from a 1 great 

diftance, requires a little art, which I fha 

here mention. When you fee a ball 
coming to you, either from a great height, 
or (truck to you with violence m a itiait 
line, be fure you do not dire£Uy face it ; 
for, in that cafe, fliould you mifs it, it 
may do you mifehief. The fafeft, and even 
the moft likely way of catching a ball is, 
the moment you receive it into your hands, 
to give a fwing round with it, by which its 
force will be (topped by degrees, arid not 
all at once : by this method your hands 
will not be jarred, nor will you fo often 
drop the ball as thofe do who obferve * 
contrary method. 



CHAP. X. 

Method of making fioivs and Arrows • 

T HOUGH the ufe of the bow and 
arrow has long been laid afide by 
the generality of the world, as well boys 
as young gentlemen, except in a very few 
places, yet it is a iport 1 am doatingly fond 

of : 




^ — 
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of ; and am foyy to find it dwindled 
even to fo low an ebb, as to become the 
paflime of little children only. Can any 
thing look more manly than this little fel- 
low, who is ihooting at a bird perched on 
a tree ? and, from the manner in which 
he holds his bow and arrow, 1 will lay 
fifty marbles that he brings it down. 




The reafon why the bow and arrow are 
fo much negle&ed is, as I apprehend, the 
want of knowing where to buy them, or 
how to make them. For my part, I would 
not* give a penny for a hundred of tho e 
fold' in the (hops : they are indeed well 



AND 



P A S T I M E S. 85 

enough for thofe infant children, who are 
,oo young to have any tafte lor icience, 
m cl who buy their bows and arrows, like 
their drums and fiddles, that they may 
break them to pieces, and fee what they 

are made of. • • 1 • 1 r 

After two years pra&ice in this pleat- 
ing art, and after having tried numbei- 
lels experiments, at the expence of much 
labour and fome cod, 1 flatter myfelf I am 
now enabled to give my young pupils fuch 
dire&ions for the making of bows and ar- 
rows, as cannot fail to be acceptable to 
them. Indeed, the operation is fo fimple, 
and attended with fo little expence, that I 
doubt not of having the honour of reviv- 
ing an old fcience, which had long fiept 
under the influence of ignorance and pre- 
judice. 

A flick of about a yard in length, and 
of a tolerable thicknefs, cut ofF a yew- 
tree, is the bed thing you can ufe for the 
bow ; but if this cannot be conveniently 
had, you may make it of afh. It fhould 
be neither too green, nor yet too dry for 
this purpofe : if it is too green, a little ufe 
will foon deprive it of its power; and if 
I it 
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f »>P i" ». 

cut a immW of flicks in tin, 

Jet them l,e expofed to the weather all S 
rummer and the winter following. I 
mean time, that your fporl may not 

n° p r ped ’ >;r rf, y ™ ake y° ur b ° w of an a nt 

flick, in the following manner 

Take an afh flick, of an equal thicknefs 
at both ends, that is not too dry and tough 
Bend it on your knee till by degrees it be! 
gins to give at both ends; but mind that 
n bends more at the ends than in the mid- 
die W hen you have fo done, cut a notch 
at the ends, A B, 




about an inch from each extremity : but 
be cartful that you do not cut fo deep, as 

to 
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to endanger breaking of the bow when 
you pull the bow-ftring hard. 

The next article to be confidered is the 
bow-firing, for which purpofe the belt 
thing you can ufe is flrong cat gut. rat- 
ten one end of this tight in the notch at 
A. Then put the end A on the ground, 
and bend the end B as much as you think 
proper, which fhould bc in the fame pro- 
portion as the preceding cut reprefents. 
When you have fo done, fallen the cat- 
gut in the notch B, and your bow will be 
finifhed. 

Having thus finifhed your bow, you 
mufl now proceed to make the arrow, 
the body of which mufl be of a well-fea- 
foned tough reed. The green reeds are 
by no means proper for the purpofe, as 
they are heavier and not fo flrong as the 
dried ones. The bed fort of reeds for 
this purpofe are thole taken from fences 
made with them in gardens. A fence of 
this nature, of a year old, will afford you 
numberlcfs excellent arrows ; and I think 
a twelvemonth, a very proper age : though 
I once made fome very good ones out of a 
1 2 fence. 



i igEgara 
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fence, which our gardener affured me had 
been put up above twenty years. 

Having chofen the founded and ftrong- 
cd reeds, and fuch as are perfectly drait, 
proceed thus to make them into arrows. 
Take a piece of green elder wood, about 
three times the thicknefs of the reed, and 
about two inches in length. Cut off the 
end of the reed within an inch of a knot, 
and thrud it gently into the pith of the 
alder, till you find the reed is tight. 
Then with your knife pare the alder to 
a point, as in the cut, at A. This is 
called the; cap. 





I knew a young gentleman, an exceed- 
ncr good archer, who ufed to put into the 
joint of his cap a piece of (harp-pointed 
feel made on purpofe, with a (boulder to 
t to prevent its driving into the. cap, am 
vith thefe I have frequently feen him kill 
firds on a tree, at a great di dance ; but as 
irrows of this kind may domilchief, with- 
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out great car,, I do not recommend the 

“flfvxSus fmifhcd the head of your 

“mi'lfom wh«»« “ an , tin f’ fort'SlIi 

Tides the reed, when a kind of fork W 
remain, as at B in the laft figure. Obfetve, 
this fork is cut in the fame manner as you 
do a quill, in order to prepare it tor 
making it into a pen. 

I doubt not that my little pupils will 
by ibis time know perfe&ly well how to 
make a bow and arrow ; and though they 
may at the fird trial do it but indidei cntly, 
yet fo eafy a, matter is it, that on a lecond 
or third trial, they will; arrive at perfe&ion. 

Though both bow and arrow may be 
made ever fo completely, yet, if they are 
i}ot properly ufed, both .may be brought 
into difgrace,; ]w.han the fault. lies only in 
the artid : Ifor this reafon I fhail give fome 
diort dire&ions as to the ufe of it. Take 
hold of your bow with your right hand, 
at C* ; then with your left hand, fix the 
fork of the arrow in the firing at. D. 

v ‘ • ? og l 

■ i I 3 ~ Place 
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Place the firfb and fecond fingers of your 
left hand on the middle of the firing, one 
finger being on one fide of the arrow, and 
the other finger on the other, the palm of 
your hand being upwards. When you 
intend to fhoot, grafp the bow tight at C 
with your right hand, and let the arrow 
reft again ft it ; but take care that you do 
not confine the arrow with your fingers. 
Then, with the two fingers of your left 
hand, draw the firing at D as tight as you 
think may be ncceflary, according to the 
difiance you intend to fhoot. Obferve, 
that your fingers only keep the forks of 
the arrow in their place, without prefiing 
any weight upon them. Let your firing 
go on a fudden, and there will then be 
no doubt of the arrows performing its 
office. 

The amufements of the bow and arrow 
are very pleafing, and will become more 
foin proportion, as the a r lift becomes more 
dextrous at it. I have frequently thrown 
a reed arrow out of one of thefe bows 
higher than the eye could purfuc it ; and 
I have fent one of them confiderably fur* 
ther than a good fowling* P^ce could carry 
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. . T hone I fhall not be called a 

(hot. I h0 P e T a |T er t, that many a 

S k , ? at fifty y-as 

S5£L 

^"bfreadr^attend the call with my 
bow and arrow* 



CHAP. XI. 

New Improvements on the Game of Hockey. 

T HIS is a noble and manly exercife, 
but is proper only for the cooler 
months of the year, as it requires a great 
(hare of aftivity. It was undoubtedly 
firft taken from the Irilh game ot Hurl- 
ing, which it refembles in almoft every 
refpect. 

The materials for this fport are only ot 
three forts ; the goals, the hockey, and 
the hockey- kicks, all which are eafily to 
be procured, and without much expence. 
Before I deferibe thefe matters to my lit- 
tle 



§a JUVENILE SPORTS 

tie pupils, I mu ft beg them to flop a mn 
mem and view this pifture ; and 1 am in ' 
c med t° believe they will wifh it were pof 

e or them to make one among thele 
merry little fellows. 8 n 




This fport can be purfued no where with 
pleafure, but in a wide fpacious field, where 
the hockey may have its full fcope. This 
game may be played by any even number 
of boys, divided into two parties. Each 
patty, mufl fix their goal at the greatefi dis- 
tance from one another the field will ad- 
mit of, leaving however about ten feet 
ipace between each goal and the extre- 
mity 
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r i The goals need conlnt 

"”7 of aveiy long piece of briar each end 
011 y°,i ^ : n the ground, and thereby 
Ml^ a kind of erea arch. The goal at 
Supper end of the field is called the up- 

t“ P ai and the other the lower: the pat- 

ties who play are Hkewife diftinguiflrcd uu 

Ul Eve iY on" who play? muft: be provided 
widi aVckey-ftick. This is a matter of 
To fat all confluence, as I have known a 
boy give another almoft any thing for one 
which has pleafcd his fancy ; and I myfelf 
have parted with, a minced pte upon the 
fame occafion. I will now give you the. 
defeription of la good hockey-ihck. It is 
no matter what wood, it is, fo that it is 
tough, not liable to break, and has the de- 
filed form. It muft be about a yard long, 
or rather in proportion to the fize ol thet 
fportfman. The top of it, I mean that 
part of it which you, hold in your handy 
may >be as thick' as a common walkings 
flick; but the. thicker it is at the bottom, 
the better. The bottom, however, muft 
not be flraitybut crooked, and that in the 
form of a fhepherd’s crook is valuable be- 
yond 




mh 
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i r s°to d d Y r rytWng -, Theufe of-he crook part 
aJon.ft S u ge - the h0ckc >' your an- 
Whc " U ,S fo funded by them 
that you cannot get at it to give it a full 
ill oke toward their goal.* 

The kockey muft be made of the lareeft 
cork-bung you can get. Cut the edges 
round, and then it is prepared for ufe. 

The goals being fixed, the hockey pre- 
pared, and the parties agreed on, you 
then proceed to your fport in the fol- 
lowing manner. Both parties meet as near- 
ly as poflible, in the middle between the 
two goals, when the hockey is tofled up, 
and every one tries his befl: to beat the 
hockey through the goal of his antagonift ; 
which being once accomplifhed, the game 
is over. I have known a game laft for two 
or three hours, though followed up with 
the greateft ardour and alacrity, fuch have 
been the excellent fportfmen who com- 
pofed the two parties. 

There is a wide difference in merely 
playing this game, and playing it gen- 
teely. Some boys are of fuch an eager, 
warm difpofition, that they care not whom 
thev hurt, or whofe fkin they break, fo 
7 that 
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, ). iT_ e kockey > but this is the 

th3t k o7 a bad player. A right fport lman 
mar k ot a b p y read tQ take any ad- 

is always coo ^ . h - having recourfe 

vantage that ofters, w he fees the 

b, bo,h 

that he cannot get a fair ftro/e ’ 

makes one among them with his » 

and endeavours to get it between, fo tha , 
L a hidden jerk, he may difengage it 
from him ; while others, who are as good 
players as himfelf on the other fide, will 
endeavour to prevent it, by beating their 
hockey- fticksagainft his, and at the lame 
time aiming to give it fuch ftrokes as may 
force it their away. All this may be done 
without much violence, or any hurt, * 
have played at this game for half a day 
together, without giving or receiving the 
leaft caufe for complaint. 

According to the rules of this game, you 
are never to touch the kockey with your 
hands, from the time it is tofled up till it 
is got through one of the goals ; and, tho' 
you are allowed to pufh either of your an- 
tagonists afide, yet it is confldered not 
only as foul play, but as very ungenteel 

alfo. 
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alfo, to ftrive eithar to throw ano ., ' 
down, or trip up his heels. Sud, l 

ceedings always produce ill-will n , pr “ | 

lino-, anrl c-i..- . Quarrel. 



ling, and fometimes fighting • b U [ , 
young gentleman will wilh to mabv? 
companion as happy as himfelf, fincc Iwt | 
out mutual harmony, the fineft f D ’ J • ‘ 
the world will be rendered dull tf 'a 
and difguftful. ’ fl K 



CHAP. XII. 

Si Dijpriation oh Marbles , 

M Arblcs may be divided into three 
fpecies or kinds, i. The marble, 
commonly fo called, and that fort which 
is moll generally ufed. 2. The alley, 
which is made of alabafter, and looks ex- 
ceedingly neat and pretty; the value of 
which is proportioned to the variety of its 
colours: however, this is not fo much in 
ufe as the common marble, it being much 
d oarer, and more liable to break. 3. The 

baunce, 
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baunce, which is diftinguifhed by that 
name only on account of its lize, being 
a great deal larger than what we call 
marbles. 

It is not here my intent to particularize 
every game which marbles afford us, as 
fuch an attempt would be endlefs, as well 
as ufelefs and unneceffary. I fhall there- 
fore only mention fuch as are not gene- 
rally known, or fuch as, though common- 
ly played at, are not properly attended to 
in every point. 

The mod common of all games at mar- 
bles is nigs, which fome young artifts very 
improperly call lag-out ; for thefe are two 
different games, as I will now make ap- 
pear, and I hope beyond all poffibility of 
contradi&ion. 

There is nothing more in the game of 
nigs, than gently ftriking a marble againft 
a wall, or any other folid body, and let- 
ting the marble run out, but to no great 
chftance. When one boy has fcnt out his 
marble, the other, who is at play with him, 
does the fame, and endeavours to fend 
his marble out in fuch a direaion as may 
give him hopes of hitting that of his play- 
^ mate 
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male. In this mariner they keep nigging 
on by turns, till one of them hits a marble 
winch entitles him to all that are then 
played out. 

1 come now to fpeak of lag-out, as a 
game diftin& from that of nigs . When 
you play at nigs, you ftrike your marble 
gently againft the wall ; but, at lag-out, 
you hit it with great force, in order to 
fend it to fome diftance. The boy at play 
with you then does the fame, and endea- 
vours to lay his marble as clofe to your’s 
as poflible, if he cannot hit you. If he 
happens to mifs you, he then takes up his 
marble, and fhoots it at your’s ; and if he 
hits your’s, he has it ; but if he miffes, 
you then take up the fartheft marble, lag 
out as before, and then fhoot at hinu In 
this manner the game may be carried on 
as long as you like, or till one of you is a 
broken merchant. Thefe little fellows 
feem fo eager for the fport of marbles, 
that I fear there will foon be fome broken 
merchants among them, 



The 




The marlle-loard affords tolerable good 
diver fions in the houfe in wet or damp 
weather, when we are not permitted to 
purfue our fports in the open air. The 
marble-board is very eafily made. Get a 
piece of fmooth deal, of what length you 
like, about two inches high when placed 
on the ground, and about an inch thick. 
At the bottom of the board cut a number 
of little round boles, at the di fiance of 
about two inches from each other ; but 
obferve that thefe holes muft be cut very 
little larger than the marble. Though the 
dire&ions I have now given may be fuffi- 
K 2 cient 




\ - 
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cicnt for this purpofe ; yet I have 
tier to remove all obftacles. give,! 
figure of it. s 



S 

in or- 
you a 




Obferve. however, that it will beneeef- 
iary to tack on to one end a little thin 
piece of wood the broad way, in order 
to make it ft and the firmer, and that it 
may not fall by a ftroke with the marble. 

It is no matter how many play at the 
board ; the more the merrier. Having 
placed it at any convenient diftance, every 
one {hoots in his turn . If he is fortunate 
enough to fend his marble through any 
one of the holes in the board, he then 
takes up his own marble, and receives 
another from every one that is at play j 
but, if he ihifles, his marble is forfeited 
to the next aftift; who fhoots through any 
hole in the board. Hence it may hap- 
pen, that a good player may not only re- 
ceive one marble from each of his compa- 
nions, but may alfo obtain two or three 

more, 
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more, which bad players had forfeited 

JU Th e^intfquare Is one of the prettieft 
games at marbles, though very little in ufe, 
and requires fome judgment and nicety 
make any figure at it, and two only can 
play at one time. The fir.ft thing to be 
done is to mark out the frame, in the iol- 




This mu ft be done with great exa&nefs, 
as every fquare mu ft be equal, and mea- 
fared out properly with a bit of flick. Ob- 
ferve 
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ferve likewife to place the frame in fuch a 
manner to the place where you (land, that 
you may not be able to (hike off any three 
of the marbles in a direfl line, as you fee 
m the above figure, where the ftandirw. 
place at A is immediately between the two 
marbles B and C. The fize of the frame, 
and the didance to (land at from it, much 
be determined by the abilities of thofe that 
are to play. An expert fportfman would 
choofe, a wide frame and a long mark ; 
while he, who knows but little of the 
matter, will be for the contrary. 

When the fquare is finifhed, and the 
{landing-mark agreed on, place on the 
fquare nine marbles, in the manner re- 
prefented in the preceding plan by little 
black dots. Then tofs up a dump between 
you and your play-mate, which fhall fhoot 
fird. Who fhall go fird, if you play 
only a fingle game, is a very material 
point, as the frame, then containing all 
the marbles, gives a greater chance to 
him that fhoots ; but, if you play the heft 
two in three games, then it is imma- 
terial, as he who had the lead in the firfl 
game, mull give up that point to his play- 
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mate in the fecond ; and if they win 
each a game, then a dump muft be again 
toffed up, to fettle who fhall fhoot fii It 
on the conquering game. And obferv 
here, that he who (hoots out firfl thirty- 
one marbles clear of the frame, wins the 

ga Do not fmile at me, my little pupils, I 
do not mean that you are to knock out 
thirty-one marbles from a frame, in whicli 
nine only are placed. That I may not 
leave a poffibility of being mi funder flood, 
I will explain myfelf more minutely* 
The boy, who is to go firfl, flrikes a3 
many as he can out of the frame ; the fe- 
cond-goer tries his bed at what he leaves ; 
the firlt-goer then aims at what efcaped 
the fecond, arid fo on till the frame is 
cleared. They then replace the marbles, 
and begin again, the firfl-goer dill keep- 
ing the lead, till one of them has druck 
out thirty- one marbles, and then the game 
is ended. 

As this has ever been my mod favourite 
game, whenever I have thought it necef- 
1 ary to fly from abdrufe and important 
dudies, for a litUe relaxation, to marbles; 

and 
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and as I look upon it as verv Hiffi i 
requiring much attention and 

1 btat w b ? 

I place my knuckle at A. which I 
obliged to do by the laws of the lame 
% nd > with a (mart fhoot, endeavour to 
ftnke the marble at C full on that fide 
which faces B : after which my taw comes 
full upon D in the center, and generally 
imkes out E before it is fpent. The mar- 
ble at C, from the force of the blow, car- 
ries F along with it, as D does G. Thus 
I generally take out five marbles at one 
flroke : and I commonly have this ad- 
vantage given me when I play with inex- 
perienced boys, who begin at B, and there- 
by feldom ftrike out more than the marble 
there placed. — Farewel, a word to the 
wife is fufiicient. 



FINIS. 





